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A court whose jurisdiction is confined to the determination of questions on appeal has no authority to determine them in an 
original proceeding. ! However, in certain cases, a state's supreme court may have both general appellate jurisdiction over 
judicial decisions and limited original jurisdiction.” Original jurisdiction means the power to hear and decide a matter before 
any other court can review the matter; it is the power to decide a matter in the first instance.° The exercise of original and 
appellate jurisdiction may be authorized by constitutional provision“ or by statute.” Original jurisdiction may also be derived 


from a court's inherent powers.° 


Caution: 


The United States Supreme Court must act with utmost caution before deciding that a state court is obligated to entertain a claim, 


where the state court refuses jurisdiction because of a neutral state rule regarding the administration of the courts.’ 
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